
 

Babylon Past, Present, Future 

Genesis 11:4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower 

that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves; 

otherwise we will be scattered over the face of the whole earth.” 

Genesis 11:5-9 But the Lord came down to see the city and the tower the people 

were building. 6 The Lord said, “If as one people speaking the same language they 

have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for 

them. 7 Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not 

understand each other.” 

8 So the Lord scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped 

building the city. 9 That is why it was called Babel[a]—because there 

the Lord confused the language of the whole world. From there 

the Lord scattered them over the face of the whole earth. 

Psalm 137:1-9 

1 By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept 

    when we remembered Zion. 
2 There on the poplars 

    we hung our harps, 
3 for there our captors asked us for songs, 

    our tormentors demanded songs of joy; 

    they said, “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!” 

4 How can we sing the songs of the Lord 

    while in a foreign land? 
5 If I forget you, Jerusalem, 

    may my right hand forget its skill. 
6 May my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth 

    if I do not remember you, 

if I do not consider Jerusalem 

    my highest joy. 

7 Remember, Lord, what the Edomites did 

    on the day Jerusalem fell. 
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“Tear it down,” they cried, 

    “tear it down to its foundations!” 
8 Daughter Babylon, doomed to destruction, 

    happy is the one who repays you 

    according to what you have done to us. 
9 Happy is the one who seizes your infants 

    and dashes them against the rocks. 

Daniel 3:19-2519Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed. He ordered the furnace heated 

seven times hotter than usual 20 and commanded some of the strongest soldiers 

in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the 

blazing furnace. 21 So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other 

clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace. 22 The king’s command 

was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers 

who took up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 23 and these three men, firmly 

tied, fell into the blazing furnace. 

24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his 

advisers, “Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?” 

They replied, “Certainly, Your Majesty.” 

25 He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and 

unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.” 

Daniel 2:31-35 “Your Majesty looked, and there before you stood a large statue—

an enormous, dazzling statue, awesome in appearance. 32 The head of the statue 

was made of pure gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of 

bronze, 33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of baked clay. 34 While 

you were watching, a rock was cut out, but not by human hands. It struck the 

statue on its feet of iron and clay and smashed them. 35 Then the iron, the clay, 

the bronze, the silver and the gold were all broken to pieces and became like 

chaff on a threshing floor in the summer. The wind swept them away without 

leaving a trace. But the rock that struck the statue became a huge mountain and 

filled the whole earth. 

  



 

Daniel 4:30-33 

30 he said, “Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by my 

mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?” 

31 Even as the words were on his lips, a voice came from heaven, “This is what is 

decreed for you, King Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been taken from 

you. 32 You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals; 

you will eat grass like the ox. Seven times will pass by for you until you 

acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over all kingdoms on earth and gives 

them to anyone he wishes.” 

33 Immediately what had been said about Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled. He was 

driven away from people and ate grass like the ox. His body was drenched with 

the dew of heaven until his hair grew like the feathers of an eagle and his nails 

like the claws of a bird. 

Daniel 4:34-37 34 At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes 

toward heaven, and my sanity was restored. Then I praised the Most High; I 

honored and glorified him who lives forever. His dominion is an eternal dominion; 

    his kingdom endures from generation to generation. 
35 All the peoples of the earth 

    are regarded as nothing. 

He does as he pleases 

    with the powers of heaven 

  and the peoples of the earth. 

No one can hold back his hand 

    or say to him: “What have you done?” 

36 At the same time that my sanity was restored, my honor and splendor were 

returned to me for the glory of my kingdom. My advisers and nobles sought me 

out, and I was restored to my throne and became even greater than 

before. 37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, 

because everything he does is right and all his ways are just. And those who walk 

in pride he is able to humble. 



 

Daniel 5:29 Then at Belshazzar’s command, Daniel was clothed in purple, a gold 

chain was placed around his neck, and he was proclaimed the third highest ruler 

in the kingdom. 

Daniel 7:3-7 

3 Four great beasts, each different from the others, came up out of the sea. 

4 “The first was like a lion, and it had the wings of an eagle. I watched until its 

wings were torn off and it was lifted from the ground so that it stood on two feet 

like a human being, and the mind of a human was given to it. 

5 “And there before me was a second beast, which looked like a bear. It was raised 

up on one of its sides, and it had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. It was 

told, ‘Get up and eat your fill of flesh!’ 

6 “After that, I looked, and there before me was another beast, one that looked 

like a leopard. And on its back it had four wings like those of a bird. This beast had 

four heads, and it was given authority to rule. 

7 “After that, in my vision at night I looked, and there before me was a fourth 

beast—terrifying and frightening and very powerful. It had large iron teeth; it 

crushed and devoured its victims and trampled underfoot whatever was left. It 

was different from all the former beasts, and it had ten horns. 

Daniel 5:5-6 

5 Suddenly the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the 

wall, near the lampstand in the royal palace. The king watched the hand as it 

wrote. 6 His face turned pale and he was so frightened that his legs became 

weak and his knees were knocking. 

Daniel 5:13 

13 So Daniel was brought before the king, and the king said to him, “Are you 

Daniel, one of the exiles my father the king brought from Judah? 

Daniel 5:17  

17 Then Daniel answered the king, “You may keep your gifts for yourself and give 

your rewards to someone else. Nevertheless, I will read the writing for the king 

and tell him what it means. 



 

Daniel 5:26 

26 “Here is what these words mean: Mene[a]: God has numbered the days of your 

reign and brought it to an end. 

Isaiah 45:1-3 

 “This is what the Lord says to his anointed, 

    to Cyrus, whose right hand I take hold of 

to subdue nations before him 

    and to strip kings of their armor, 

to open doors before him 

    so that gates will not be shut: 
2 I will go before you 

    and will level the mountains[a]; 

I will break down gates of bronze 

    and cut through bars of iron. 
3 I will give you hidden treasures, 

    riches stored in secret places, 

so that you may know that I am the Lord, 

    the God of Israel, who summons you by name. 

Revelation 17:3-5 

3 Then the angel carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness. There I saw a 

woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was covered with blasphemous names and 

had seven heads and ten horns. 4 The woman was dressed in purple and scarlet, 

and was glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls. She held a golden cup in 

her hand, filled with abominable things and the filth of her adulteries. 5 The name 

written on her forehead was a mystery: 

Revelation 17:15-18 

15 Then the angel said to me, “The waters you saw, where the prostitute sits, are 

peoples, multitudes, nations and languages. 16 The beast and the ten horns you 

saw will hate the prostitute. They will bring her to ruin and leave her naked; they 

will eat her flesh and burn her with fire. 17 For God has put it into their hearts to 

accomplish his purpose by agreeing to hand over to the beast their royal 
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authority, until God’s words are fulfilled. 18 The woman you saw is the great 

city that rules over the kings of the earth.” 

Revelation 18:3 

3 For all the nations have drunk the maddening wine of her adulteries. 

The kings of the earth committed adultery with her, 

 and the merchants of the earth grew rich from her excessive luxuries.” 

Revelation 18:9-10 

Threefold Woe Over Babylon’s Fall 

9 “When the kings of the earth who committed adultery with her and shared her 

luxury see the smoke of her burning, they will weep and mourn over 

her. 10 Terrified at her torment, they will stand far off and cry: 

“‘Woe! Woe to you, great city, 

    you mighty city of Babylon! 

In one hour your doom has come!’ 

Revelation 18:4 

Warning to Escape Babylon’s Judgment 

4 Then I heard another voice from heaven say: 

“‘Come out of her, my people,’[a] 

    so that you will not share in her sins, 

    so that you will not receive any of her plagues; 

Revelation 18:21 

The Finality of Babylon’s Doom 

21 Then a mighty angel picked up a boulder the size of a large millstone and threw 

it into the sea, and said:  

“With such violence the great city of Babylon will be thrown down, 

 never to be found again.  
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